LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

Once, on the occasion of a visit to Marie Luise at Schonbrunn,
Crown Prince Ludwig saw Napoleon's son lor the first time, in the
very building where he had last seen the boy's father. He thought
the boy very like his father, particularly in his movements.

The i8th of October, the anniversary of the Battle of Leipzig, was
approaching. Twenty thousand people, sitting at very long tables,
were the Emperor's guests at an enormous banquet. There was
an atmosphere of pleasurable excitement which affected everyone.
Archduke Johann clinked glasses with Wilhelm of Prussia and with
Ludwig: 'May God keep us ever united that Germany may
flourish/

The general feeling of gaiety amongst the Royal guests was
further increased by the beautiful weather. They threw off all
restraint and became riotous like children. This was the same
on every occasion, even at the shooting parties, which in those
days still took place in the Prater but which irritated all real
sportsmen, Ludwig amongst them; he described this 'sport'
indignantly1: 'More than once when a deer or fawn would not come
out to meet certain death it was literally dragged out of the wood
by hand . . . neither Karl nor I fired when that happened, and the
Russian Emperor saved a deer in his umbrella.' When they shot
near Schonbrunn whole herds of wild boar were driven in front
of the 'sportsmen', and on one occasion Ludwig killed twenty-one
and his father thirty-one.2

As soon as it was dark, festivities and masquerades began.
The Crown Princess was thankful that she was not obliged to join
in this gay life. She was troubled when rumours reached her of
quarrels between the two brothers and differences of opinion in
political matters between the Crown Prince and his father.

There really had been a 'storm' between Ludwig and Max
Joseph because the son had interfered too much in politics to
suit his father. The Crown Prince even called it a 'hurricane*.
The King became very angry on such occasions, but the more
excited he grew, the quieter Ludwig became. He spoke gently to
his father and also to his brother Karl, and the whole affair
was soon over.

Many such clashes took place behind the scenes amongst the
members of the various delegations, and still more amongst the
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